
 The annual Gilmer 
Arts and Heritage Associa-
tion silent/live auction has 
returned after a hiatus.  
This year’s theme is Cinco 

de Mayo and 
will be cele-
brated “with 
appropriate food 
and beverages,” 
says food chair, 
Linda Kill-
ingsworth.  
“With the food 
being catered 
by Merle Howell, 
you know it will 
be wonderful.” 
     The whole 
enchilada costs 
$25 for mem-
bers and $35 
dollars for non-
members.  The 
auction is being 
held this year 

on Saturday, May 3, start-
ing at 6:00 pm.  To pur-
chase tickets, donate new 
items, or to volunteer, 
please call the GAHA of-

fice at 706-635-5605.  
Pre-registration is re-
quired to attend. 
 “This is a party with a 
purpose,” says auction 
chair Beth Pigott.  “Each 
year we gratefully accept 
auction items from the 
generosity of Gilmer mer-
chants and the artist com-
munity.  Then we put the 
support of our volunteers 
to work to bring you our 
largest fundraiser.”  With 
GAHA being a not-for-
profit, volunteer based 
association, we rely on 
fundraisers and donations 
to support the many com-
munity programs we pro-
vide. 
 The auction commit-
tee is accumulating some 
great donations for the 
auction including trips, 
decorative items, jewelry, 

and garden supplies.  This 
year there will be a great 
emphasis on art with 
many original pieces be-
ing donated by talented 
and award winning artists 
of Gilmer county. 
 Of course, a GAHA 
auction would not be the 
same without our resident 
auctioneer, Joe Ragland 
(GAL #3033).  Joe is a 
certified auctioneer 
trained to peak your inter-
est in the live auction 
items and guaranteed to 
keep you laughing with 
insights into many county 
residents (and we won’t 
tell who, at the urging of 
Joe, took the shirt off his 
back to support Gilmer 
Arts and Heritage last 
time). 
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 Eric and Wendy Conrad 
will be the featured artists 
in the gallery at Gilmer Arts 
and Heritage May 5 through 
23.  A meet and greet re-
ception will be held on Sun-
day, May 18 at GAHA from 
3:00 to 5:00 pm.  Light re-

freshments will be served. 
 California born and 
raised in South Florida, Eric 
Conrad graduated from the 
Art Institute of Ft. Lauder-
dale.   
 “I am inspired by emo-
tion—both in myself and in 
others,” says Eric.  “My goal 
is to transfer what I am 
feeling into art so the 
viewer will have an emo-
tional experience.” 
 Bold and colorful, his 
abstract pieces exude pas-
sion.  His landscapes invoke 
peace and tranquility.  For 
Eric, art is not a thing, but 
an experience. 

 Wendy Conrad was 
born in North Miami and 
raised in the suburbs of Fort 
Lauderdale.  Living in the 
North Georgia Mountains 
since 2002, Wendy is a self-
taught painter.  She has 
been painting regularly 
since January 2007 and has 
been taking photographs 
since 1988. 
 Wendy’s paintings are 
mostly acrylic on canvas.  
Bold colors and broad 
strokes are characteristic of 
her painting style.  
 “I am in the spring of 
my artistic journey.  I love 
trying new materials, tech-

niques, and subject mat-
ter,” says Wendy. 
 Local native, Zada Jack-
son, who is a talented artist 
in oils, pastels and pyrogra-
phy will be the featured 
gallery artist in June.  Visit 
the GAHA website at  
gilmerarts.org later in May 
for more information. 

Gallery Reception for Featured Artists May 18 

Eric Conrad, ArtistEric Conrad, Artist  

Wendy Conrad, ArtistWendy Conrad, Artist  

Dust Off Your Sombrero - Auction Fundraiser May 3 

Kathy Maas and Kathi Traywick, GAHA 
Auction Featured Artists 



Barefoot Creek to Perform June 20 at Picnic by the River 

Summer is just 
around the corner, and 
Gilmer Arts and Heritage 
Association is proud to 
once again host our Picnic 
by the River events. 

Mark your calendars 
for Friday, June 20; Fri-
day, July 18; and Satur-
day,  August 30.  The 
June 20 date will serve as 
GAHA’s annual meeting. 
 We are pleased to 

have Barefoot Creek per-
forming at our first picnic 
event of the season.  
They have previously en-
tertained at our Coffee-
house events and are a 
crowd favorite! 

"With an early Grand 
Old Opry sound, Barefoot 
Creek is the closest you 
can get to sister harmony 
without being kin," says 
artist Sarrah Ellen McDon-

ald.  Other band members 
are Tonia Conner, Jim 
Pittman on guitar, and 
Jack Taylor on upright 
bass.  

“If you haven’t at-
tended a Picnic by the 
River event, you are miss-
ing out on a unique way 
to picnic under a shaded 
pavilion in style while lis-
tening to some really 
great music,” says Vir-
ginia Roberts, chairperson 
of these events.   

Gates open at 5:00 
pm for people to begin 
decorating their tables 
with judging beginning at 
6:15 pm and a door prize 
for the favorite table.  The 
band will begin perform-
ing at 6:30 pm. 
 “The Picnic by the River 
events sell out quickly, so 
call GAHA early to make a 

reservation,” says Vir-
ginia.  Tables seat up to 
eight and sell for $60.  
Individuals may bring 
their own chairs and be 
seated around the pavil-
ion for just $10 each.  
Dining is at your leisure.  
Pack your own picnic bas-
ket with your favorite 
foods.   

Tables decorated with 
a Coca-Cola theme, or 
white linens and sterling 
flatware are not the norm, 
but they are just a few of 
the unique and clever 
ideas you will see dis-
played at these events. 
 Purchase tickets by 
calling (706) 635-5605 or 
by going to the GAHA of-
fice at 207 Dalton Street, 
Ellijay, M-F from 9 am to 
4:30 pm.      

Arts in Ellijay Page 2 

Sarrah Ellen McDonald playing the violin during a performance. 

Get Drawn In…  
New Members 2008/2009 

MEMBERS 
John Thaxton - Sr. Family  

Alan Davis - Individual 
Sharon Britton - Family 

Joan and Jeptha V. Greer - Family 
Pat Stells - Sr. Individual 

Ouida Leech - Artist 
Marcia Eisworth - Sr. Individual 

June Handte - Family  
B. J. Chatham - Artist 

Julia Evatt - Artist 
Harry & Joan Rienks - Sr. Family 

Paul & Joan Stanhope - Sr. Family 
Steve & Saber Marks - Family 

 
PATRONS 

Cliff Lancey, Attorney - Patron 

SPONSORS 
Zyvax - Gold Level 

Utana Bluffs, Inc. - Silver Level 
 

NEW MEMBER CORRECTION 
Dr. Wilbur D. Schneider & 

Sue Schneider - Senior Family 
 

BE A VOLUNTEER! 
We are specifically looking for 

office volunteers to 
assist during the summer months.   

 
This is a fun way to volunteer and 

to meet and greet new people. 
 Please call us at 706-635-5605 

for more information! 

SPECIAL THANKS FOR 
YOUR HELP WITH THE 

B.E.S.T. 2007/2008 SEASON  
 

Deli Junction 
for outstanding food for the artists 

 

ETC 
for supplying volunteers 

 

Falling Waters Lodge, White Path 
Lodge and Stratford Inn 

for providing accommodations 
 

John Rathbone, Keith Rueckert, 
Diane Davenport, George Winn, 

Daniel Sales, the B.E.S.T. 
Committee and the ushers 
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“Get Drawn In” 2008/2009 Membership Drive Underway 

 

  Gilmer Arts and Heritage Association 
 SPONSOR/MEMBERSHIP 
 APPLICATION 2008/2009 

BASIC MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
  �  STUDENT $10.00 
  �  INDIVIDUAL $25.00 
  �  ARTIST $25.00 
  �  FAMILY $35.00 
  �  SENIOR INDIVIDUAL $20.00 
  �  SENIOR FAMILY $30.00 
  �  FRIENDS  $100.00 
  �  PATRONS  $250.00                

 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 
  �  BRONZE  $500.00 
  �  SILVER  $1,000.00 
  �  GOLD $1,500.00 
  �  PLATINUM  $3,000.00 
  �  DIAMOND $5,000.00 
  �  BENEFACTOR  $10,000.00 

Name ________________________ 

Address  ______________________ 

City __________ State___ Zip_____ 

E-Mail  _______________________ 

Phone  _______________________ 

OFFICE USE 
DATE RECEIVED  ________________________ 

POSTED: DB___  EMAIL___ CARD____ QB____    

PAID BY: � CASH   � CHECK 

� CREDIT CARD  _______________________ 

Exp Date________ Security#____  Zip_______ 

New _____   Renewal _____   Returning _____ 

I WILL HELP GAHA: 
� GAHA Office � Visual Arts  
� Receptions � Performing Arts 
� Auction � Attic Sale 
� Wine Tasting � Arts 
� Heritage � Other_________ 

Membership Committee volunteers 
Karen Boyer and Mary Anderson at 
the membership table before the 
recent Avalon concert.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 With the B.E.S.T. concert 
series at a close and summer 
just around the corner, plans for 
the new season, which starts 
July 1, are well underway.  A 
new season also signals the an-
nual renewal of memberships 
for current members and wel-
coming new members joining 
for the first time.   
     This year, the theme is “Get 
Drawn In.”  As Sally Forest, 
Membership Committee chair-
person put it,  “GAHA has so 
much to offer, that once you’ve 
been to one event, you tend to 
be drawn to others as many 
people have told us happens.”   
     With programs and special 
events offering diverse opportu-
nities to hear nationally recog-
nized performers, as well as see 
local talent at its best, it’s easy 
to see why.       
 Ms. Forest mentioned the 
recent Youth Art Month Exhibit 
in the GAHA Gallery as an ex-
ample.  “The artwork of our 
high school and elementary 
school students is amazing.  
You don’t have to be a member 
to come see the gallery, but our 
members help make it possible 
to have a gallery.”    
      This past year, member 
funding helped underwrite the 
B.E.S.T. series concerts; the 
Artist Studio Tour; exhibits in 
the art Gallery and the Heritage 
Museum; B.E.S.T. for kids in the 

schools;  the Community Thea-
tre and Community Chorus pro-
ductions; Coffeehouses with live 
performances by local musicians 
and actors; and classes for 
adults and children, among 
other things.  
   “There are also lots of ideas 
floating out there for making 
GAHA programs even better,” 
says Ms. Forest, “and this com-
ing season is no exception.”   
     New for this year, GAHA is 
providing GAHA logo tote 
bags to members joining at the 
Friends level.  GAHA totes and 
two complementary tickets to 
any Community Theatre event 
will be offered for members 
joining at the Patrons level.  
Hopefully these will be an incen-
tive to join at these lev-
els.  Members can elect to "opt 
out" of the premiums, and all 
fees go to GAHA programs.  
     Karen Boyer, a recent new 
member, recently gave GAHA 
some feedback.  "This has been 
my first year as a GAHA mem-
ber.  What a positive experi-
ence.  I joined when I learned 
that GAHA offered a drama 
camp last summer in which my 
grandson wanted to partici-
pate.  I have enjoyed ticket dis-
counts for concerts at the river 
and the B.E.S.T. season tickets.  
Perhaps the best part of mem-
bership is being notified of hap-
penings at GAHA and having the 
chance to meet people with 
similar interests."  
     Ms. Forest adds, " When you 
see your renewal letter, or 
you’re at an event, or you see 
one of our membership volun-
teers, that's a great opportunity 
to join again or even increase 
your membership level, and let 
GAHA continue to draw you 
in.”   
     Membership forms are avail-
able at the GAHA office, or by 
calling 706-635-5605, or by 
downloading them from the 
GAHA website gilmerarts.org.   




